JOSEPH ANDREWS                               55
he had thrashed many a stouter man. The gentleman
did all he could to encourage this warlike disposition
in Adams, and was in hopes to have produced a battle:
but he was disappointed; for the captain made no
other answer than, " It is very well you are a parson ";
and so drinking off a bumper to old Mother Church,
ended the dispute.
Then the doctor, who hud hitherto been silent, and
who was the gravest, but most mischievous dog of all,
in a very pompous speech highly applauded what Adams
had said; and as much discommended the behaviour
to him. He proceeded to encomiums on the Church
and poverty; and lastly recommended forgiveness of
what had passed to Adams, who immediately answered
that everything was forgiven; and in the warmth of
his goodness he filled a bumper of strong beer (a liquor
he preferred to wine), and drank a health to the whole
company, shaking the captain and the poet heartily by
the hand, and addressing himself with great respect
to the doctor; who indeed had not laughed outwardly
at anything that passed, as he had a perfect command
of his muscles, and could laugh inwardly without betray**
ixig the least symptoms in his countenance*
The doctor now began a second formal speech, in
which he declaimed against all levity of conversation,
and what is usually called mirth. He said there were
amusements fitted for persons of all ages and degrees*
from the rattle to the discussing a point of philosophy,
and that men discovered themselves in nothing more
than in the choice of their amusements; ** for," says he,
"as it must greatly raise our expectation of the future